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Starter: Share an experience that so struck you with wonder and awe, that you wish you could capture it and stay with it for a long time. 
Scriptures: Mark 9.1-13; Luke 9.28-26

Study:

1. How is the Transfiguration of Jesus related to the disciples’ recognition of Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God”? The events happened about a week apart. Why did Jesus take Peter, James and John to witness the Transfiguration?
2. What is the significance of the appearance of Moses and Elijah—why not others like Abraham, David or Isaiah? 

3. What was the topic of discussion (see Luke 9.31)? Using sanctified imagination, what do you think Moses said, and what Elijah said? 

4. What was Peter’s reaction when he awoke and saw the two visitors talking with Jesus? What does it tell us about Peter and about the disciples in general? How would you have reacted if you were there?

5. Why does God say, “This is my beloved Son; hear him” (Mark 9.7)? What does it mean when addressed to Jesus? When addressed to the disciples? 
6. On two occasions Peter, John and James were found sleeping, at the Transfiguration and at the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14.37-41). Their physical drowsiness was probably the result of their ignorance of the importance of the occasions. What are the causes of spiritual lethargy in our lives? 
Summing Up:
When was the last time you caught “a glimpse of glory” of God? Pray for spiritual alertness in our everyday life so that we will not miss out on what God wants to show us. 
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1. Metamorphosis = transformation of a caterpillar to a butterfly: a worm takes on its true character. “Transfigured” (Mark 9.2) = metamorphosised: Jesus shows who He really is. Peter confessed Jesus as “the Christ” and Jesus taught disciples “the cross” (Mark 8.29,31). Beyond the cross is “power” (9.1) “glory” (9.3).

Note: double of theme of “shame” and “glory” anticipated in Mark 8.38 

2. The Central Figure: Jesus

a) Transfigured while praying (Luke 9.29)

b) Subject of Discussion: “departure” (Luke 9.31, literally, “exodus”)

c) Endorsed by the Father (Mark 9.7)

3. The Two Visitors: Moses & Elijah

a) Moses from 14th C BC, Elijah from 9th C BC (death of each, unique circumstances:  Deut 34.5; 2 Kings 2.11)

b) Disciples recognised them (name-tags? See Matt 16.17, revelation from heaven)

c) Why the two? Represent Law (death prescribed); Prophets (death prophesied) 

4. The Three Witnesses: Peter, John & James

a) Fell asleep while Jesus praying (Luke 9.32)

b) Peter spoke, not knowing what to say (Mark 9.5-6)

c) “Hear him” (9.7); “Jesus only” (9.8)

5.  Disciples given unique opportunity to see Jesus in His glory, but a) they fell asleep; b) they asked the wrong thing (9.5); c) they still did not understand (9.10). Are we ready for God to show us His glory? When He does, will we understand what we see and experience? 

