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1. Introduction

Mark 7.37 a fitting summary of Jesus’ ministry so far—will it be a fitting summary of our year so far? How will 2009 end? How will our life end? 

2. Three Healing Miracles

a) Woman with demon-possessed daughter (7.24-30)

b) Deaf and dumb man (7.31-37)
c) Blind man (8.22-26)
Note what is common: 
a) Each person has a need

b) Jesus ministered to each personally
c) Jesus ministered to each appropriately
3. Case #1: Apparent Rejection

“Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs” (7.27, NKJV). Why did Jesus refuse to help?
4. Case #2: Unusual Means

“And He took him aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and ﻿﻿He spat and touched his tongue” (7.33). Why did Jesus use saliva to heal?
5. Case #3: Delayed Process

“Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly” (8.25). Why did Jesus have to touch him a second time?
6. Summing Up:

a) Jesus did not turn anyone away.
b) He met each person’s need in unique way.
c) He did all things well.
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STARTER: Share how you came to know Christ. Note the different ways different people first heard about Christ, and eventually came to follow Him.
SCRIPTURES:  Mark 7.24-37; 8.22-26

STUDY:

1. Consider the three persons who came to Jesus. Sum up in a few words the need of each person. 

2. Why did Jesus refuse to help the woman with a demon-possessed daughter? What is commendable about the woman’s response? 
3. While the woman’s daughter was healed from a distance (compare another similar case, also involving a Gentile, in Matthew 8.5-13), the deaf and dumb man was healed at close range. What does it teach us about the way Jesus ministered to different individuals?
4. Why did Jesus use saliva (7.33; 8.23) in the healing of the deaf mute and of the blind man? Would it not be considered unhygienic to do so? 

5. The blind man was healed in two stages. What are some possible reasons for this?  In what ways do we also need a “second touch”? 

6. Each healing miracle was appropriate and unique to each individual—and in all cases, Jesus did everything well. Compare this to the summary statement in Genesis 1.31 after the work of creation. How is Jesus’ ministry of healing parallel to the work of creation?
SUMMING UP:

Reflect on whether you can say, “Jesus has done everything well” (Mark 7.37) when you look at your own life. Share on how Jesus has ministered to you at points of need.
