TWO BY TWO WITH POWER
OUTLINE

Mark 6.1–20
13 September 2009
Review: Teaching by parables (4.1-34) and by miracles (4.35-43). Many followed Jesus but not many understood His message. Many saw His miracles, but did they acknowledge His Lordship?

1. Danger of Familiarity Then (6.1-6a)

a) The people were astonished (6.2)

b) The people were offended (6.3)

c) Jesus marvelled at their unbelief (6.6)

2. Danger of Familiarity Today

a) Taking things for granted

b) Taking people for granted

c) Taking God for granted

3. Leaving the Comfort Zone Then (6.6b-13)

a) Go with authority (6.7,12-13)
b) Go in simplicity (6.8-11)

Note: Gospel to be preached in word and deed. 
4. Leaving the Comfort Zone Today

a) Gospel has both “come” and “go”
b) Gospel has both “believe” and “do”

Conclusion: Going out two by two—support and accountability. 


TWO BY TWO WITH POWER
AG STUDY #18
Mark 6.1–20
13 September 2009
STARTER: Share how long you have been a Christian, and how long you have been attending church. What things have you become so familiar with that you no longer appreciate or value them as you once did? 

SCRIPTURES: Mark 6.1-13; Matthew 10.1-16
STUDY:
1. What surprised the people of Nazareth? What “stumbled” (literal meaning of “offended” Mark 6.3) them? What prevented them from accepting His teaching and miracles, and honouring Him? 

2. How does familiarity today prevent us from honouring God or following Jesus as we should? Compare our situations with those in parts of the world where believers are not allowed to meet for worship, or have access to the Bible. 

3. “Familiarity breeds contempt.” How can we overcome the danger of familiarity? Should there be times when we break the routine and get away from the familiar?

4. The disciples had seen Jesus at work—teaching and preaching, healing and casting out demons. Now they are sent forth to do the same. How do you think they feel? 

5. How can the principle of simplicity be applied today to us when we are sent by the Lord to serve in our places of work and study? Or is that principle only for people serving as missionaries in the mission field? 

6.  How can we apply the principle of authority? How can we proclaim the gospel in word and in deed today?

SUMMING UP: Leaving our comfort zone may be a way of overcoming the danger of familiarity. Consider the following quote, and pray that we may be delivered from the peril of settling too comfortably into the familiar and the routine. 

“By nature, we seek our comfort zone. We cherish routine and familiarity. Following a predictable routine amidst familiar surroundings gives us a sense of security…. Familiar sounds and words reassure, but they also lull us into stupor. Within the comfort zone, we easily become smug, self-satisfied and self-righteous.” (David W.F. Wong, Journeys Beyond the Comfort Zone [2001] pages 125-126)
