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REVIEW

“Jesus is Lord”—a simple statement, but a lifetime to understand implications and live them out

Lord over nature—Creator and Commander, over what is unpredictable and uncontrollable

1. TWO OPPOSITE ERRORS

“One is to disbelieve in their existence [of demons]. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors, and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight” (C. S. Lewis). 

2. PROFILE OF DEMON-POSSESSED MAN

a) Unusual: lived among tombs (5.3), naked (Luke 8.27)
b)  Violent: broke chains, screaming, self-inflicting (5.4-5; Matt 8.28)
Note: Compare storm in Mark 4.37-38: violent, destructive.
c) Attraction / Revulsion: 5.6-7 bowing before Jesus, yet feeling torment

d) One / Many: “My name is Legion: for we are many” (5.9)
Question: How does possession take place? 
3. DELIVERANCE OF DEMON-POSSESSED MAN

a) Command: “Come out” (5.8)

b) Permission: “Jesus gave them leave” (5.13)

Note: Demons obey Jesus, and need permission to act.

Question: How does deliverance take place?

4. AFTERMATH OF DELIVERANCE

a) People heard about destruction of 2,000 pigs (5.14)

b) They saw man delivered from 6,000 demons (5.15)
c) They asked Jesus to leave place (5.17)

d) Jesus left, and left behind witness (5.18-20)

Question: What cost are we willing to pay for the Lordship of Christ? 
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STARTER: Share how you feel about the “Seventh Month” festival when rituals and offerings are made to appease the “hungry ghosts”—believed to be spirits of the dead released during the festival to bless or torment the living. 

SCRIPTURES: Mark 5.1-20; Matthew 8.28-34; Luke 8.26-40

STUDY:

1. People in general are both fascinated and frightened when it comes to the demonic world—as seen in books, movies, computer games, and other media about evil and the supernatural. How can we find a balance in our attitude towards the subject?
2. Describe the demon-possessed man of Gadarenes. List what he was like before, and after his encounter with Jesus.

3. What brought about the drastic change? How is Jesus “Lord” over the demonic spirits? 

4. How should the Lordship of Jesus over the demonic world help us to overcome any fear we may have of spirits, ghosts, curses, etc? See I John 4.4; Romans 16.20.
5. Why did the people ask Jesus to go away when they had seen the change in the demon-possessed man? Share how sometimes factors such as economic loss and discomfort with the unusual can deter us from following Jesus.

6. Why did Jesus ask the man he delivered to stay behind? He could have been a “star witness” on Jesus’ team and in His on-going ministry. What was more important to Jesus at this point of time?

SUMMING UP:
“Go home to your people and report to them ﻿﻿what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you” (Mark 5.19, NASB). Take time to pray for unsaved, loved ones (especially those who still live in fear of spirits and ghosts), and ask the Lord for opportunities for them to hear the gospel of Jesus’ power over the demonic forces. 
