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1.  Overview


“Jesus is Lord”: a simple statement of faith, but a lifetime to grasp its full implications.

Lord over Nature (Mark 4:35-41)

Lord over Demons (Mark 5:1-20)

Lord over Disease and Death (Mark 5:21-43) 

2.  The Journey (v. 35-36)
a) Jesus’ busy, crowded schedule (Mark 4:1)
b) His need to get away (4.35), rest (see 6:31) or for ministry elsewhere (see 1:38)

3.   The Storm (v.37-38)

a) Jesus asleep (exhaustion)

b) Disciples alarmed (panic) 


“Master, carest thou not that we perish?” (4.38)


Two deep basic fears of man

Does anyone care?

What if I lose it all?

4.  The Calm (v.39)

a)  Jesus commands winds and waves (Power)

b) They obey (Peace)

Biblical view of nature (God as Creator, Man as Steward: Gen 1.31; 2.15)


Storms: unpredictable, uncontrollable forces of nature; also storms of life, circumstances unforeseen and beyond our control.

5.  Fear and Faith

Two kinds of Fear

a) Lower Fear (4.40)

   of danger, loss, death

b) Higher Fear (4.41) 

         of God, His power and majesty


“Who can this be?” (4.41, NKJV)


Jesus, the Lord of nature, its Creator and Commander.

6.  Conclusion

“When we fear God, we fear nothing else.”
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AG STUDY #15

Mark 4.35-41
 
Starter: Share an experience when you were awed by the forces of nature (e.g. standing by Niagara Falls, watching footage of a hurricane or tsunami).
Scriptures: Mark 4:35-41

Study: 
1. “Let us cross over to the other side.” (Mark 4.35, NKJV). Why did Jesus want to go to the other side of the lake? Did the disciples believe Jesus would get them safely to the other side?
2. What is the reaction of the disciples when a storm arose? How could Jesus be asleep in a storm that frightens even seasoned fishermen? Discuss the contrast between the disciples and Jesus—their behaviour in a crisis.
3. What are some things in life that cause us to panic? Grade them from low level panic to extreme level panic. Compare them with the two fears of the disciples as expressed in their question, “Master, carest thou not that we perish?” (4.38)

4. Jesus “rebuked the wind, and said to the sea” (4.39). Would it be considered strange for someone to be speaking to nature? (Imagine yourself doing it!) Why was it not strange for Jesus? 
5. Is nature a friend or an enemy? The sea provides fish for food, yet its storm takes away lives. What should be a biblical view of the relationship between man and nature? (See Genesis 1.31; 2.15; 9.1-7).
6. We also experience “storms” of life: change of events that take us by surprise, and circumstances beyond our control. How does having Jesus with us (in our boat) help us to face such crises? How can we turn “lower” fear to “higher” fear?

Summing Up: 

Share a fear or cause for panic (low grade or high level) in your life, and pray together with your group to experience Jesus’ power and peace.
