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1. REVIEW

Crowds followed Jesus but He was not deceived by numbers.

Many heard Him but not all understood His mission and message.
Jesus taught in parables a) to reveal the truth; b) to conceal the truth.
Hearers were mostly casual, shallow and distracted, but some were blessed.

2. THEME

Theme of Mark 4.1-34: all about hearing (word “hear” occurs repeatedly).
Jesus tells more parables. Sower and Lamp parables emphasise human responsibility. Seeds parables emphasise divine sovereignty. 

3. LAMP ON STAND (4.21-25)

a) what is hidden is now an open secret 
b) what you give is what you get

4. SEED GROWING ON ITS OWN (4.26-29)

a) growth is mysterious—you don’t understand it

b) growth is natural—you can’t force it about

c) Don’t rush—be patient (Zech 4.10)
5. MUSTARD SEED GROWING TO TREE (4.30-32)

a) seed is small compared to tree

b) ending is great, despite small beginning

c) Don’t despair—be confident (Luke 12.32; Dan 2.35)
6. CONCLUSION

“Attempt something so great for God that it is doomed to failure unless God be in it.” John E. Haggai


Note:  This is the size of a mustard seed               

SMALL BEGINNINGS, GREAT ENDINGS

AG STUDY #14




Mark 4.21-34
Starter: Mark chapter 4 is all about hearing. Count the number of times the word “hear” or “hearing” or “heard” occurs in the passage. Highlight them. 
Scriptures: Read Mark 4.21-34
Study:

1. Why was Jesus concerned about how the people are hearing Him? Discuss some reasons why some people don’t hear very well.
2. After telling the Parable of the Sower, Jesus tells two more parables about seeds: the growing seed and the mustard seed. What point is Jesus making about each of these three parables about human responsibility and divine sovereignty? 

3. Pastor Edmund Chan in his book “Mentoring Paradigms” (2008) writes: “Think Big, Start Small, Build Deep first challenges us to pursue with visionary courage our dreams from God. Yet it calls for inner security to not despise small things. This is an important tension to balance. We are creatures of extremes. We tend to gravitate to one and ignore the other. It is both-and and not either-or.” 

When do we think too big and displease God with our pride? When do we think too small and dishonor God with our unbelief? Share personal experiences.

4. Think about growth—growth of the church or our own growth (or the growth of our children). We want to see growth in maturity and also in numbers. Do we sometimes fall into impatience and try to rush the growth?   

5. Think about the mustard seed—how small it is, and its capacity to grow to a big tree. (Or consider the human embryo—everything that we are as an adult is in the embryo; only thing added is nutrition.) Consider how the church has grown from a band of 12 disciples to what it is today. How can we take courage in what we are doing for the kingdom of God?
6. What does Jesus mean by “Take heed what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given”(Mark 4.24, NKJV). How can we ensure that we hear and understand when God speaks to us? 
Summing Up: Share a small beginning or a great ending you have witnessed in God’s work. Give thanks to God for His kingdom that is being established in every part of the world (for more information, refer to “Operation World” by Patrick Johnston or visit www.operationworld.org).
.








