“Let The Children Come” (Mark 10.13-16)
Outline

1.  Introduction

- sentimentality vs. reality


"Morning sleep and midday wine, children's whispers
and sitting in houses where worldly people (am ha’aretz) meet,
exclude a man from the world to come. --- Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas, Mishna, Aboth 3.11

- Both women and children could be mistreated and abused because they lack power

2.  What the Kingdom is not – something to hoard (v. 13-14)

- disciples act like security guards; not a new problem (see Mark 9.33-41)

3.  What the Kingdom is – something to freely receive (and give) (v. 15)

- what is it about a child, such that the Kingdom is “of such”?

- open to receiving gifts

4.  Conclusion: Who are you in this story?

Starter

When you compare your childhood experience of Church (or Christianity) with your present experience, are those good or bad memories? Why?
Study
1.
Why do you think the disciples wanted block the children’s access to Jesus?

2.
How does Jesus’ attitude toward children differ from that of his disciples?

3
What characteristics of a child you you want to emulate in your relationship with God?

4.
How are these discussions about divorce and about children connected?

Summing Up

What are some hindrances we have put up that keep children from coming to Jesus?

In what area is Jesus asking you to change your thinking or your actions as you follow him?
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